
1.	 How can the goal of developing intelligible speech be ac-
complished?

If the family goal for the early-identified (in intervention by 6 months) 
infant/child with significant hearing loss is the development of auditory 
skills and intelligible speech, several questions about the infant/child’s ca-
pabilities must be answered.  Does the child have language skills (particu-
larly vocabulary) in the first and second year of life that are comparable to 
peers with normal hearing?  Does the child have the adequate oral motor 
skills to produce intelligible speech?  Does the child have auditory access 
to all of the sounds of the native spoken language?  Does the child have 
the cognitive capability for communicating with verbal symbols? 

2.	 What issues are at the forefront of (this consideration)?

The knowledge and technology exists for 75% of infants/children with all 
degrees of hearing loss to develop intelligible speech by five years of age.  
For infants/children with profound hearing loss, this 75% probability only 
exists with cochlear implantation. 

For children with hearing loss in early intervention (first three years of life) 
intelligible speech can be developed in all methods of communication, but 
only with a strong auditory skills development program.  While it is pos-
sible that communications methods that are visual or tactile/kinesthetic 
can interfere with the development of intelligible speech, it is not prob-
able.   It is more likely that strong language development skills through 
visual/manual language systems can accelerate the development of spoken 
English or other native language because it provides the child with the 
knowledge of a verbal symbol system.  
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3. What should every parent or professional know about the development of spoken 
language for a child with hearing loss?

Parents can assist in determining whether their infant/child has auditory access to all of the sounds of 
the native spoken language within a short period of time after the fitting of amplification.  It is critical 
that the amplification is fit appropriately, allowing auditory access to all the sounds of the native spoken 
language within the first year of life, thereby increasing the probability of the development of spoken 
English or any other native spoken language.  .

4. Where else can I find information about this subject?  
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